
 

By now I hope you have heard that Daniel Wertz and the EVSC have adopted the PBIS (Positive Behavioral Supports and  

Interventions) model as a way to motivate and improve student behaviors.  Research has proven that rewarding children for 

positive behavior is more effective than punishing them for negative behavior, at least for most situations.  As a parent of two high school aged 

boys and one elementary aged girl, I have learned that this is very effective at home, and it allows me to foster a positive relationship with my 

kids without always having to be the “bad cop” dad.  Here are 9 reasons why children respond with better behavior when motivated by reward 

rather than punishment. 

For Children, Processing Positive Feedback Is Easier Than Negative - While research has found that older adults find negative feedback or 

criticism more useful to improving performance than positive, the opposite is true of younger children. A recent study by Leiden  

University on 8, 9, 11 and 12-year-olds show that children process information better when it is reinforced positively rather than  

negatively. 

Threat of Punishment Causes “Choking” - When students are overshadowed by the fear of being punished if they don’t behave in certain 

ways, retain information or perform as expected, they are more likely to “choke” at crucial moments. This means that even if they 

would be capable of performing effectively in less stressful situations, the fear of punishment often makes it difficult or impossible for 

them to fulfill their potential.  

Recognition of Achievement Motivates Kids - When kids look forward to recognition, they are more motivated to perform well. Rewards 

such as filling a marble jar toward a specified goal (a field trip, for instance), reading or art time, or getting their names on a special chart 

helps students strive. Plus, recognition for success makes for a much more positive environment than the humiliation and notoriety that 

comes with punishment. 

Reward Leads to Greater Retention Than Punishment - In 2015, a group of neuroscientists and psychologists found that people who are 

rewarded retain information longer than control groups or groups that are negatively reinforced. Because retention is so important to 

long-term learning gains and outcomes, it makes sense to use rewards whenever possible. 

Kids Will Bond With Rewarding Adults More Strongly - When they’re not afraid of punishment for failing to perform, but rather are  

rewarded when they succeed, children have an easier time bonding with adults. When children have had positive emotional  

experiences with their teachers or administrators, they are more likely to ask questions and get help when they need it – a crucial  

ingredient for success. 

Reward Makes for a Safer Environment - In a closely related fashion, bonding with adults over rewards rather than fearing punishment also 

makes for a safer environment, which means children feel more comfortable trying, as well as coming to adults for help. When children 

feel that they are emotionally safe, they will not be afraid to try and will be better able to learn. 

Punishment May Not Be That Effective in Deterring Behavior - Punishment doesn’t necessarily teach kids not to do something; it may more 

likely teach them not to get caught. In this case, kids don’t necessarily associate punishment with gain of any sort, but rather with a 

negative response that they can simply try to avoid next time. In these cases there is no real motivation to act differently. 

Punishment Makes for an Environment Where Risk Is Avoided - Experimentation is so laden with the chance of failure, but it is still where 

the greatest gains in human knowledge are made. When children take risks, they have the best chance of making real strides, which is 

why punishment is so detrimental to true, hands-on, self-motivated learning. Have you ever said “There are no dumb questions”  

before? Risk often leads to failure, and if children believe that failure leads to punishment, they will be afraid to take risks. 

Rewards Are More Fun! - Let’s be real: Who wouldn’t rather see a child’s eyes shine than see them fill with tears?  For that reason alone, 

opting for rewards is often the best choice.  Punishment has too many negative effects and there is simply a better way to influence a 

child’s behavior. This is not to say that parents should not be strict or follow-up poor choices with bad consequences. 

Adapted from:  9 Reasons to Correct Student Behavior with Rewards, Not Punishments, http://grouplink.com/blog/9-reasons-correct-student-

behavior-rewards-not-punishments/ 

As always, thank you for supporting Daniel Wertz Elementary School, and please let me know if you have any  

questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

Douglas L. Mills 

November, 2016 

http://grouplink.com/blog/9-reasons-correct-student-behavior-rewards-not-punishments/
http://grouplink.com/blog/9-reasons-correct-student-behavior-rewards-not-punishments/


November BIRTHDAYS 

                       Upcoming Events 

    Please visit our web site for a complete calendar 

11/2 3:30-4pm STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING 

11/6   DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 

11/11   NO SCHOOL-VETERAN’S DAY 

11/23   NO SCHOOL (Potential Make-up Day) 

11/24-11/25  NO SCHOOL-THANKSGIVING 

11/14-11/18  BOOK FAIR 

11/15 6pm  PTA MEETING 

11/16 6pm  GRANDPARENTS’ NIGHT 

11/17 TBD  SPELL BOWL COMPETITION  

1 Hobson Butler 

2 Lucas Kreitz 

3 Ryan Marolf 

4 Amelia Acuff 

4 Sophie McReynolds 

6 Libby Fuller 

6 Breanna Sutton 

7 Bryleigh Matte 

8 Christian Butler 

9 Haylie Murphy 

9 Brylee Owens 

10 Helaina White 

11 Gabriel Lindsey 

11 Grace Lindsey 

12 King Angevine 

14 Arliss Hart 

15 Austin Snyder 

17 NaJahia Acuff 

To view grades, attendance,  

and missing assignments  

log on to RDS Parent Access 

http://rdsteach.evsc.k12.in.us/rdsparentaccess/default.aspx 

Beautiful fall weather is upon us-finally! 

Please dress your child appropriately. 

Jackets or sweatshirts should be sent EVERY  

day—the weatherman is often wrong! 

Flip-flops should NEVER be worn to school. 

They break and children get cuts. The school 

dress code does not allow flip-flops. Sneakers are best for play. 

Flu Season has begun. An annual flu shot is advisable for all ages. 

Remember influenza in characterized by body aches, high fever, 

chills, and respiratory symptoms.  

Washing hands is the first line of defense against the spread of  

disease. Coughs and sneezes should be covered and then hands 

washed.  

Again, we MUST have working telephone numbers for us to 

contact you in the event of illness or an emergency. If your  

number is not current, please contact the office. 

We all want what is best for our children. Staying healthy helps 

them do well in school! 

17 McKinzie Barr 

19 Mileigh Bartlett 

19 Kaylynn Davis 

19 Justin Duke 

19 Lestat Grimm 

21 Alden Hart 

21 Aubrie Madigan 

22 Paisley Wilson 

23 Jace Coleman 

25 Emily Newton 

25 Isabella Thornton 

25 Leland Wilhite 

27 Makenzi Ray 

28 Kory Hicks 

28 Julian Payne 

29 Alex Miller 

30 Emma Hopple 

Boys basketball tryouts are on  
November 1st until 5:00.  They 
must have a permission slip or 
note to stay. 

All 3rd- 5th grade girls interested in playing  
basketball are invited to participate in try 
outs on Wednesday, November 2nd and 
Thursday, November 3rd. Students must 
attend in order to be considered for the 
team. All students must be picked up at 
5:00pm. Students must have permission 
slip turned in to try out for the team.   

Box top winners were Cleek with 910 and Lemons with 

618. The kids brought in over 4,000 box tops.  

Just because Box Tops Blitz is over doesn’t mean you can’t 

keep saving them. We will have a second Blitz in February, 

so keep an eye out in the newsletter and on peachjar for 

collection flyer’s that you can add your box tops to. You can 

tape or glue them to the flyer and turn them in when we 

have the next blitz. 
NOVEMBER 14-18, 8am-11:30am 
Closing at 10 am on Friday, 11/18 
Volunteers are needed to set up the fair, 
clean up the fair and help sell during Grand-
parent’s  Night. 

Contact Mrs. Gilbert via phone or e-mail 
nancy.gilbert@evsc.k12.in.us if you can 
help. 

http://rdsteach.evsc.k12.in.us/rdsparentaccess/default.aspx


 

Wellness – As a part of the Daniel Wertz School Wellness policy, restaurant food is prohibited during school hours.  If you 
plan to eat lunch with your child, please bring a lunch from home or plan to purchase a lunch from our cafeteria.  Also – we 
no longer will be celebrating student birthdays with food items.  We cannot send home any food related items, but “goodie 
bags” with non-food items are still welcome.  Please contact your child’s teacher for ideas on how you can make your 
child’s birthday at school a very special day. 
 
Below is a list of approved, better choice food/beverage items: (single serve) 

-Angel food cake – plain or topped   with fruit 

-Animal crackers 

-Applesauce cups 

-Baked chips 

-Cakes/Brownies (low fat) 

-Chex mix/Goldfish snack mix 

-Cheese cubes, string 

-Fig Newtons 

-Frozen juice bars/sherbet 

-Fruit (fresh) 

-Graham crackers 

-Granola bars/Cereal bars (reduced   fat, low fat) 

-Ham (lean), cheese (low fat), or   turkey sandwiches (with low 
fat condiments) 

-Ice cream treats (low fat) 

-Individual fruit cups packed in juice 

-Juice boxes (100% juice with no added   sweeteners, 8 ounc-
es) 

-Milk (K – 8: low fat, 8 ounce, up to   140 calories) 

-Mini bagels with low fat spreads 

-Mini cereal boxes/bags 

-Muffins (low fat) 

-Nuts & Seeds 

-Pizza – low fat toppings (veggie, lean ham, Canadian bacon) 

-Pizza dippers (pizza toppings and bread on skewer with  
marinara dip) 

-Popcorn (popped in trans-fat free oil) 

-Pretzels 

-Pudding cups (low fat) 

-Quesadillas with salsa 

-Raisins/dried fruit 

-Rice cakes 

-Smoothies 

-String cheese/low fat cheese cubes 

-Sunflower seeds 

-Trail mix (nuts, dried fruit, cereal) 

-Vegetables and dip (small) 

-Water (flavored, calorie-free) 

-Yogurt cups (low fat) Yogurt parfaits 

                         LUNCH TIMES 

KG - 11:00-11:20  3RD - 11:40-12:00 

1ST - 11:20-11:40  4TH - 12:20-12:40 

2ND - 12:00-12:20 5TH - 12:40-1:00 



Congratulations to our first grading period Scholars! 

 

DISTINGUISHED HONORS 

NaJahia Acuff 

Brooklyn Beach 

Madison Burris 

Alden Burton 

Raylee Compton 

Kaylynn Davis 

Quinten DeVillez 

Justin Duke 

Layan Felemban 

 

John Autry III 

Skylar Barnes 

Jaden Baughn 

Devin Bedell 

Olivia Brown-Weiss 

Javier Bruce 

Katherine Bullock 

Peyton Bullock 

Christian Butler 

Rayn Carnahan 

Aryianna Clayton 

Kadynse Clayton 

Stephen Cox 

Austin Cunningham 

Landon Curl 

 

    
Chloe Owens 

Brody Pagett 

Tyler Payne 

Kenyon Peoples 

Hannah Riggs 

Leah Rosen 

Kaci Sanders 

Austin Snyder 

Ruby Trabant-Hurley 

Allyson Vaughan 

Hailey Wheeler 

Natalie Weigand 

A HONOR ROLL 

Avery Fritschle 

Libby Fuller 

Elisabeth Goodwin 

Benjamin Grisham 

Danica Hirsch 

Colin Hopple 

Rukayat Jimoh 

Emerlynn Jones 

J.P. Lehman 

Gabriel Lindsey 

Kaydence Miller 

Waylon Moorhead 

Johnna Riger 

SarahLynn Sanford 

Tyler Thomas 

Benjamin Tooley 

Jace Tyring 

Jailynn Wheeler 

Elyse Garnett 

Leland Hendrick 

Kory Hicks 

Kenedy Higginson 

Jaret Hopple 

Khalia Jones 

Hope Macke 

Aubrie Madigan 

Madison Marolf 

Elijah Massey 

Makayla McCool 

Kodi Meissner 

Derrion Motley 

Ariah Nagashima 

Jackson Nellis 






